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TALKS WITHOUT ILLUSIONS 

t-. v . . ' V.I.* ‘r.ti!-/ . ri*;f!s.' l r / ! r;: i * 


Mr George Shultz, the American theless remember that the, IQiaJ 
Secretary of State, has now 
published the full list of his team 
to conduct arms talks vrilh the* 

Soviet Union. Since his meeting, 
with “Mr Grorqykb earlier this 
month many speeches^ from the 
administration, including Presi- 
dent. Rcagah, have dried to 
impress upon domestic public 
opinion, European expectations 
and Soviet policy makers that 
the process initiated at Geneva 
on January 7 is not likely to yield 
early or spectacular results’ That 
attitude has been echoed by Sir 
Geoffrey Howe. 

It is thus surprising to hear 
Mrs Thatcher, in Bonn, describe 
1985 as a “year of decision” in 
which East- West relations will be 


retaliation as a me^ris of detcr- 
megatonnifee of the American ring a potential adversary. Were 
stock pite&s only a quarter*^ = that., not the case the so^allcd 
si it it w$ffin 1959, While So?v*ct strategy sof “mutual assured 
systems aind explosive power destruction” (MAD) maintained 
have incased progressively all •«/«*. ih nnt Have 


by the West wouldj not have 
suffered* ‘froriyp 'cumulative lack 
of siipporf yS'hiqK' is icvicicnt in 
Western' public opinion. . 

! At Lliis stage, of technology it is 
clear that “West Europe and 
Japan have much to offer the 
United States in the forthcoming 
research programnic. Research 
info sensprs .and. ‘communi- 
cationsV.: technology | in laser 
development is widespread in 
Europe'. The Japanese 1 are clearly 
competitive with the United 


that time.7y 

The ^fecneva process, is 
doomed if. the Soviet side get the 
impression that N either . ihc; 

United States administration >or 
Americans allies: in Europe are 
desperate* for a new arms treaty 
at any, pr.ice. That is certainly nbt 
true. of. .president ’Reagan lifm- 
sclf. Mr Shultz’s appointments 
show that the State Department 
gives greater recognition to the 
Presidents tenacity on this point < 

than orte‘Hvouki have, suspected* States • over developments in 
from^'ihe “noised : oft Vt ’iti distal prbee^i hi: The essence of 
on the -vetjefof ‘a great * 'stepT' 1 Wi'SlJftu&n ‘ ‘ ;th£tf ./tf 

forward, ^uch )a statement sug£ jntec- 

gesis a misunderstanding of the : Thje 5 ° v i e t side wants an cept an incopiing missile at' its 

potential pitfalls' in a resumption , bagreseancht which } woukf rinw 0 iyp^% ieaiiliwit/ phase ^oog jhefore its 
of arms talks. There, is a colossal;; ./the Americans ; .’discontinuing* n acioal s diramqn could (be a seer- 
gap between what the Soviets research' M n to nri$$il£ ' defence, tamed. Cohsequchtly the system. 
Union and the United States Such -^dbsirc sits uneasily^with- if it worked, would autotpatical I y 

hope to get but. of these talks,. • •tHc;.fabi ) ' that tfic Spvipis project :; Arnferida’s « allies at 

which Mrs Thatcher seams' to be ’ v ihifn selves conducted ^rpore re- 'sdifrcc/ 1 ‘TJ^pre 1 * Ktc indications 
ignoring. Secondly, such an .search into missile. dcfcnce'jjian ^ m 
approach only stimulates West- have the Americans .-and have 

deployed two anti^misrilej.^y^ 

terns in. fact, whereas none exists 
in the United Stales. 

The question which West 
Europeans should thus ask 
themselves is not whether or riot 
President Reagan's strategic 
defence initiative (SOI) works - 
since t hey tend, to have answered 
that in the -negative, (already 
before giving a adequate thought 
- hut why. if it does not work, 
the Soviet (inion is so keen to 
stop its development' 1 

There are two major attrac- 
tions about the prospect qt 
successful research into SDl: one 
military, one moral. The military 
attraction is that :ii would enable 
the West as a whole to move 
away from a policy 3 of no 
defence, such as we ^have at 
present, towards one in which 
the balance between offence and 
defence was more even. 

I he moial attraction is as 
compelling. All human instinct 
suggests that isclf-defcncc is., a 

• preferable* posture to *one which •‘•••Soviet** h aye. i thorn sc ^v^^eya 
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ern opinion to a desire for a 
treaty - any treaty - which 
would pay lip service to the idea 
that things are better, whereas 
the only safe and realistic 
attitude to adopt towards the 
East-West question is one which 
recognizes the underlying incom- 
patibility of our two sisters, and 
the need therefore to be firm and 
unemotional in our dealings 
with tlie East. 

No treaty on weapons is going 
to change or civilize i he Soviet 
svsiein. It is a dangerous fallacy 
to believe otherwise, and it is not 
only Mrs Thatcher who can fall 
into it. Mr Paul Nitze, for 
instance, one of the American 
negotiating team, talks of an 
agreement to “live and let live' 
with the Soviet Union. He thus 
forgets that the Soviet system 
has no such attitude to the West. 

With that understanding as 
nur shield, however, useful 
progress might be made to limn 
the risk to our security. posed by 
the increasing production of 


fto.m 'Washjn^qu/boih d» ploma- 
t i cal I y and' in l he : sc i c n i i fi e 
comtjiunily ; thftt any iiwohc- 
men l; in the research programme 
would thus be bound to stimu- 
late a reciprocal 'move by the 
t Jnited Stated to enable the allies 
to 'sham in the , turnkey of a 
svstem which by Virtue of being 
iu)n-nuclcar-and:Soldy defensri c 
would enhance, their sccums 
At- the end. of any argument 
about its ■merits, those qualities 
of the SIJl arc left unscathed. In 
this pause between the prclimi- 
narv Geneva talks and the first 
arms control sessions later in the 
year, it would help consolidate 
the Western . position if 
America's allies came forward 
and. committed, themselves to a 
jointi research .operation in 
strategic defence. They would 
have 5 p\ib1ic ; opinion behind 
them and llicy would make it 
clear to the Soviet leadership 
that then* was no question of the 
West foi diking a line of research 
and a potential . change in it* 
defen si vof philosophy, ’which the 



